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Die Wahrheit der christlichen Religion. Von Martin 
Rade. Tubingen: Mohr, 1900. Pp.80. M. 1.80. 

In 1898 the author published a booklet entitled Die Religion itn 
modernen Geistesleben. It was a series of apologetic lectures. The pres- 
ent work he characterizes as a second series of similar discussions. He 
does not claim to have treated everything that belongs to apologetics. 
It is a confessedly one-sided prosecution of a single fundamental 
thought which we have here. The complement to this he promises to 
furnish later. He claims for this brief discussion under review noth- 
ing but a witness to the faith that is in him for men in need — the 
faith as he knows it in his own experience. The book is a fruit of life 
and of the pastoral vocation. The themes discussed are : What is truth? 
the Christian religion as present experience, the Christian religion as 
a memory, the Christian religion as hope. 

The author's philosophic presupposition is the Kantian distinction 
between the theoretical and the practical reason, according primacy to 
the latter, together with the Lotzean value-judgment. His problem is 
to show that neither natural nor historical science can prove or refute 
the truth of the Christian religion, and that there is nothing to fear 
from science so long as it is content to remain science and does not 
arrogate to itself the prerogatives of metaphysics. The book is thus 
typically Ritschlian, and has the merits -and demerits of that point of 
view and method. 



George B. Foster. 



The University of Chicago. 



" Niedergefahren zu den Toten." Ein Beitag zur Wurdigung 
des Apostolikums. Von Carl Clemen. Giessen : Ricker, 
1900. Pp. 240. M. 5. 

The preface tells us that this book "seeks not only to explain how 
the clause ' he descended into hell ' came into the creed, and to shed 
more light upon its origin, but also to prove that the phrase, in its 
only justifiable historic meaning, which is to be drawn from 1 Peter 
3 : 18 f., can be fully retained, and that it contains the especially impor- 
tant knowledge that after death there continues, not only the possi- 
bility of conversion, but also work on behalf of others." In this sense 
Clemen dedicates it to the memory of two young relatives who died 
in 1898 and 1899. After an introduction showing the neglect of 
this clause of the creed, he discusses (1) its age (pp. 8-1 14), (2) its 
meaning (pp. 1 15-81), and (3) its value (pp. 182-232). Then follow 
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a "conclusion," index of Scripture passages, and index of proper 
names. In opposition to Harnack, Kattenbusch, and others, he gives 
strong reasons against the Roman origin of all symbols. The eastern 
creeds, even those of north Africa, arose apart from Rome. If the 
first creed could not have appeared in Rome before 140 A. D., then 
the creeds of Justin and Marcion must have arisen in Asia Minor. In 
other words, the Roman symbol sprang from an earlier oriental 
symbol, as Caspari, Schaff, and others long have held. The conclusion 
is that clauses like "he descended into hades," found in the eastern 
symbols, but not in the Roman, may well be ancient and apostolic- 
Clemen seeks to connect them historically with 1 Peter 3: 18 f. He 
holds there was an Apostolicum by the year 100, though probably not 
three-membered, which already connected the "descent" with a bap- 
tismal confession, as suggested 1 Peter 3:21. We cannot outline the 
exegesis of the passage (pp. 115-81). On the "value of the clause" 
he remarks that Judaism knew no conversion after death ; the New 
Testament, apart from 1 Peter 3: 18 f., is also silent on the subject. 
He pokes fun at Dorner's proofs for future probation. Yet he finds 
for those who sinned through ignorance a place of repentance in 
passages like John 15 : 22, 24; 1 Tim. 1: 13, though showing that the 
post-apostolic church at once dropped such teachings. Clemen then 
gives a full history of such ideas as Jews after death, pagans after 
death, purgatory, Christ's triumph over Satan, etc. He traces the 
study down to the " Andover controversy," and gives abundant litera- 
ture at every turn of the inquiry. He concludes : " If we have shown 
that the 'descended into hell' is especially important, it should be 
more noticed in instruction and preaching ; care should be taken also, 
if it is not to be misunderstood, to speak of it rather as ' he descended 
among the dead.'" We have here a clear, scholarly discussion, exe- 
getical, confessional, and historical, of future probation ; Clemen stoutly 
advocates this doctrine, but does so in the true spirit of sweet reason- 
ableness. H. M. Scott. 
Chicago Theological Seminary. 

Theology of the Westminster Symbols. A Commentary,. 
Historical, Doctrinal, Practical, on the Confession of Faith 
and Catechisms, and the Related Formularies of the Pres- 
byterian Churches. By Edward D. Morris. Columbus r . 
O.: Champlain. Pp. xvi + 856. $3. 

This ample volume of a half million words is well printed on good 
paper and is well bound. In its production the distinguished author 



